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(21°51´43´´	 N,	 105°53´28´´	 W)	 to	 Golfito,	 Costa	 Rica	 (8°37´02´´	 N,	
83°09´01´´	W);	the	new	record	fills	part	of	its	distribution	gap	in	the	
eastern	tropical	Pacific.















Among	 the	 Holothuroidea,	 the	 genus	 Euapta	 Östergren,	 1898	 is	
characterized	 by	 a	 calcareous	 ring	 without	 noticeable	 anterior	
projections,	 and	 by	 anchor-plates	 that	 do	 not	 abruptly	 contract	
at	the	posterior	end	but	with	a	large,	smooth	hole	on	either	side.	
They	occur	 in	shallow	water	and	upon	or	near	 reefs	 in	 tropical	
areas	 (Clark,	 1907).	 Only	 six	 known	 species	 of	 these	 apodous	
holothurians	have	been	recorded	in	the	world’s	oceans:	E. lappa	





Euapta godeffroyi was	originally	described	 from	Samoa	as	
Synapta godeffroyi	 (Semper,	 1868)	 and	 has	 a	 wide	 geographic	
distribution	in	the	Indo-Pacific	region:	Red	Sea,	Seychelles,	Zan-










José,	 isla	 Espíritu	 Santo,	 isla	 Roca	 Partida,	 isla	 El	 Gallo,	 Punta	
Colorada,	bahía	de	La	Paz,	la	Gaviota,	Punta	Perico,	Cabo	Pulmo	
(Solís-Marín	et al.,	2009;	Cintra-Buenrostro	et al.,	1998;	Holguín-










Gulf	 of	 Tehuantepec,	 in	 an	 area	 known	 as	 Bahías	 de	 Huatulco.	
The	reef	 is	composed	of	11	reef-forming	species	(Reyes-Bonilla	























m	 depth	 (Solís-Marín	 et al.,	 2009),	 and	 is	 associated	 with	 sand,	
seagrass	beds,	rock	(pebbles),	calcareous	material,	coral	rubble,	
and	 coral	 reefs	 (Fisher,	 1907;	 Xiaoping	 et al.,	 2006).	 Since	 2003	
diurnal	censuses	have	been	conducted	periodically	 in	Guerrero	









into	 the	sediment,	 thus	confirming	 that	 the	species	 is	a	deposit	
feeder	as	suggested	by	Glynn	(2008).
Present	 report	 implies	 a	 range	 extension	 of	 almost	 1300	
km	 south	 of	 its	 nearest	 known	 locality	 in	 Mexico	 (isla	 Isabel,	
21°51´43´´	 N,	 105°53´28´´	 W)	 (Ríos-Jara	 et al.,	 2008)	 and	 almost	
1500	km	north	of	 its	nearest	 locality	 in	Central	America	 (Golfito,	
Costa	Rica;	 8°37´02´´	N,	 83°09´01´´	W)	 (Alvarado	et al.,	 2010;	Al-
varado	 J.J.,	 unpublished	 data).	 The	 absence	 of	 records	 of	 this	
species	 between	 isla	 Isabel	 and	 Golfito	 is	 probably	 related	 to	
the	 lack	 of	 nocturnal	 surveys	 in	 reefs	 and	 coral	 reefs	 habitats,	
which	are	commonly	found	throughout.	The	known	distribution	of	
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